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Dear Mr. Terreni:

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control ("SCDHEC") is in

receipt of the letter of the Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") to the Public Service Commission

("Commission" ) dated May 22, 2007, and submits this letter in support of the ORS submittal.

In its letter, ORS supports the bifurcation of the property/easement issues raised by the

interveners Stewart and Roberta Young from the approval of the transfer of the Ashley Oaks

Water System (the "System" ) and urges the Commission to approve the transfer of the System to

the City of Columbia. SCDHEC aggress with and joins in ORS's requests.

Last year, during a sanitary inspection of the System, SCDHEC staff observed that the

System could not maintain the minimum required system water pressure of 25 pounds per square

inch ("psi"). System pressure above 25 psi is necessary to prevent backflow which would allow

contaminated water in waste lines and toilets from being siphoned into and contaminating the

System.
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Re: Application of Ashley Oaks Water System, Inc. for Approval of

transfer of its Water System to the City. of Columbia

Docket No. 2007-41-W

Dear Mr. Terreni:

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control ("SCDHEC") is in

receipt of the letter of the Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") to the Public Service Commission

("Commission") dated May 22, 2007, and submits this letter in support of the ORS submittal.

In its letter, ORS supports the bifurcation of the property/easement issues raised by the

interveners Stewart and Roberta Young from the approval of the transfer of the Ashley Oaks

Water System (the "System") and urges the Commission to approve the transfer of the System to

the City of Columbia. SCDHEC aggress with and joins in ORS's requests.

Last year, during a sanitary inspection of the System, SCDHEC staff observed that the

System could not maintain the minimum required system water pressure of 25 pounds per square

inch ("psi"). System pressure above 25 psi is necessary to prevent backflow which would allow
contaminated water in waste lines and toilets from being siphoned into and contaminating the

System.
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Within the last six weeks, SCDHEC has received numerous complaints from residents of
the Ashley Oaks Subdivision concerning the inadequate water pressure. The residents reported
being unable to flush toilets located in the upper floors of their homes and water hammering, a
violent vibration of water pipes caused by air entering the system which commonly occurs when
water lines are inadequately pressurized. An overnight (May 22 -23, 2007) test of the System's
water pressure reveals that for most of the day the pressure is consistently less than 20 psi, which
is the minimum pressure necessary for fire fighting. The test data reveals that during periods of
high demand, such as the early evening, the System pressure is a low as 11 psi, a level that is
inadequate to provide the minimum pressure necessary for fire fighting in the Ashley Oaks
Subdivision.

In conclusion, the Department respectfully urges that the Commission exercises its

authority and facilitate the transfer of the System to the City of Columbia by ruling on the
transfer of the System while reserving the other issues currently before the Commission in this

matter.

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter.

Very t yours,

~&+m~)
Stephen P. Hightower
Staff Attorney

SPH/sph

CC: William E. Booth, III, Esquire
Charles H. Cook, Esquire
Nanette S. Edwards, Esquire
Frank R. Ellerbe, III, Esquire
H. Clayton Walker, Jr., Esquire

Within the last six weeks, SCDHEC has received numerous complaints from residents of

the Ashley Oaks Subdivision concerning the inadequate water pressure. The residents reported

being unable to flush toilets located in the upper floors of their homes and water hammering, a

violent vibration of water pipes caused by air entering the system which commonly occurs when

water lines are inadequately pressurized. An overnight (May 22 -23, 2007) test of the System's

water pressure reveals that for most of the day the pressure is consistently less than 20 psi, which

is the minimum pressure necessary for fire fighting. The test data reveals that during periods of

high demand, such as the early evening, the System pressure is a low as 11 psi, a level that is

inadequate to provide the minimum pressure necessary for fire fighting in the Ashley Oaks
Subdivision.

In conclusion, the Department respectfully urges that the Commission exercises its

authority and facilitate the transfer of the System to the City of Columbia by ruling on the

transfer of the System while reserving the other issues currently before the Commission in this

matter.

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter.

V_ly yours, //__

- Stephen'P. Hightowe'r"/,,-_:,z,

Staff Attorney

SPH/sph

CC: William E. Booth, III, Esquire

Charles H. Cook, Esquire

Nanette S. Edwards, Esquire

Frank R. Ellerbe, III, Esquire

H. Clayton Walker, Jr., Esquire

2


